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from her eyes. She spoke of Christ and of the mysteries of his adorable
life with so much unction, and in such transports of holy love, as to ravish
those who heard her. Ecstacies and raptures of the divine love, and the
gifts of divine union in prayer, were familiar to her. She mentions that
once hearing those words, " I have seen the Lord face to face," sung in
the church, she saw, as it were, a divine face, most beautiful and charming,
whose eyes pierced her heart and filled both her soul and body with in-
expressible delight which no tongue could express.1 The divine love,
which burnt in her breast and consumed her soul, seemed the only spring
of all her affections and actions. For this precious grace her pure soul
was prepared by the crucifixion of her heart to the world and to inordinate
self-love in all its shapes. Watching, fasting, abstinence, perfect obedience,
and the constant denial of her own will were the means by which she
tamed her flesh and extirpated or subdued whatever could oppose the reign
of the most holy will of God in her affections. But profound humility and
perfect meekness had the chief part in this work, and laid the foundation
of the great virtues and graces to which the divine mercy raised her.
Though she was possessed of the greatest natural talents and of most
extraordinary gifts of divine grace, her mind was penetrated and entirely
filled only with the deepest sentiments of her own nothingness, baseness,
and imperfections. It was her sincere desire that all others should have
the same contempt of her which she had of herself, and she used to say
that it seemed to her one of the greatest of all the miracles of God's infinite
goodness that his divine majesty was pleased to suffer the earth to bear
her. Though she was the superior and mother of the rest, she behaved
towards them as if she had been the lowest servant and one that was
unworthy ever to approach them: and such were the sincere sentiments of
her heart. How much soever she gave herself up to the exercises of heavenly
contemplation, she neglected not the duties of Martha, and was very solicit-
ous in attending to all the necessities of everyone, and in providing all things
for them, especially all spiritual helps* Her tender devotion to the mother
of God sprang from the ardour of her love for the divine Son. The suffering
souls in purgatory had a very great share in her compassion and charity.

We have a living portraiture of her pure and holy soul in her short
book of* Divine Insinuations, or Communications and Sentiments of Love,"
perhaps the most useful production, next to the writings of St Teresa, with
which any female saint ever enriched the church, for nourishing piety in a
contemplative state. The saint proposes exercises for the renovation of
the baptismal vows, by which the soul entirely renounces the world and
herself, consecrates herself to the pure love of God, and devotes herself
to pursue in all things his holy will The like exercises she prescribes
for the conversion of a soul to God, and for the renovation of her holy

1 lasin. Divin. lib. li. c. 22.